Dorsal pressure differentially affects patterning of locomotor activity in rats.
This study tested the generalizations that cutaneous pressure will induce immobility effecting various patterns of locomotor activity and that various intensities of pressure will effect those activities. Dorsal pressure (5 and 9 kg) resulted in immobility and suppressed various measures of horizontal and vertical locomotor activities, as well as margin and corner time, but has no effect upon various measures of stereotypy. The differential intensity of dorsal pressure was related to only measures of rearing behaviors.